échlé@érGéorgé'Greénamyer in his Marshfield studio
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'MARSHFIELD
local s"ulptoF George Greenamyér

; 'sculpt famous statesman
Vebsfer as Marshfield once
m — t elind.a plow.

" “endless:- public:' moriuments” - or
busts qf Webster as @public man,

Greenamyer ‘will poutid his’forge-

heated;steel into a‘Daniel Webster
plowing his Marshfield farm behind
a brace of 'six oxen. Stalks of corn
will stand behind him: o
The scene will top one of Greena-
niyer'sihuge, familiar bases of black
steel §t!rip; and wheels. . )

.The| local{ arts - lottety, council
-commissionéd’ -the.: Gfeehamyer

_sculpture - from the (arts_-lottery:

‘funds ‘1t 'distributes semi-annually.
It has ken three funding cycles to
accumtilate almost enough money.
The cauncil plans to conduct fund-
raisers: to raise the remaining
$2,500 needed.

The| council is bgyipg Greena-
myer $6,000 for the art work.  /

] N .

Thegsculpture will be placed in
one . of ‘the’Jgardens outside the
Ventress ‘Memorial. Library. The
council has just formed committees
tqnpla.‘ -the unveiling ceremony this

o

R % S .
M¥situllyta gift from George in a
lot'o_lf,‘ fys."'cogncil member Anne
Rhilbrick Hall said. Greenainyer's
. sculptures ndrmally bring consider-

_ably 'hi"ghe‘r pricés. :

As p t of the project, the council

also will. pay; l6cal contractor John
Flagg 315_0(150_1)1"99}11};3 the site, and

) thé;,'séulphture's ‘concrete
¥,

basei mads ‘Greériamyer's specifi-
cations: ifF!a g-will transport the art

om-Greenamyer’s Careswell
Street s_t.’pdig{‘tq the library.

. The| council .had wanted some-
thing from Marshfield’s historical
past for the top of Greenamyer's
sculpture. It had about six ideas,

R :
—tWell-known -

ﬁ;tde‘; than qfe&ie?é{r’;o’ther of the -

This is an artist's rendering of the Daniel Webster sculpture tl!at‘
Greenamyer will do for a display outside the Ver‘utres-s Memon.al
Library. The sculpture, showing Webster farming behind six oxen, will
sit atop Greenamyer's familiar base of black steel columns and‘

wheels.

but Greenamyer kept saying,
“What about Daniel Webster?”
Hall said.

Webster — the *“farmer of
Marshfield,” who made his home
here from 1832 to 1852 — is one of
the town’s best-known - historical

figures. Moreover, the library's his-

torical room is full of Webster
memosabilia, so the Webster scene
is appfopriateé for a sculpture that
will grace the library garden.

A curved, grassy section on the
side of the library will be enlarged to
hold the sculpture. Library patrons
will be able to see it from inside.
Greenamyer will help select the
lighting to best highlight the sculp-

~ ture. ’

“Greenamyer said the linear de-
sign of his sculpture fits the library
site well. The iron bars are “akin to
the architectural language of the
building,” echoing its columns.

The sculptor creates “narrative

sculpture’™ — artwork that_ltells a

story. “1 want people,to understapd
it. Part of my effort is to demystify
art,” he said. :

P ¥
Greenamyer's graying beard be-
lies his youthful mien. Barefoot,
dressed in shorts and T-shirt, the

. sculptor demonstrated the tools of

his trade in his neatly agranged
studio one recent evening:

"Huge pieces of metal line the
walls. His tools are a power ham-
mer, a bandsaw, forge and anvil. “A
lot of this work is brutal, very
physical,” he said. He ‘blueprints
everything before starting work. '

-“It’s a real business,” he said of
his craf. He works nine-hour days,
with a half-hout for lunch. “That's
the only way you can push it out.”

Greenamyer specializes in public
art — the size of his works is more
suitable for public spaces. Greena-
myer sculptures can be found in
Anchorage, Alaska; Baltimore, Md.;
Miami; Fla.; Columbus, Ohio; in
museums and in area MBTA sta-

tions. He currently is working on a

12-ton, 60-foot-long sculpture for a

college in Lynn."For two years, he

» Created ice sculptures for Boston's
First Night. '

- One aspect of public art is making
it vandal-proof. I weld as much as |
<an. We live in such a world of
violence," he said.

He sandblasts the steel, primes it,
then paints -it shinv hlack He

-Greenamyer welds a section of steel sculpture. N

~brates the concepis of 3’

DA

always gives his buygrs‘g.lgns:t‘: q{ itl e
paint colors: he used{$o:theyica i
touch up a piece when'ities

rusts-a little.:

~ Greenamyer 'said

his,

hE
o8 Ty b

fun; narr

. b9k AL

anKee: enel

ing, strength, cast-iton piggy.bank :
-paint job, milit,qlfy_—hard}va_re,: %léa g

ity plays,. Shakenaefﬁpxen’cgg- ind
*deep loveof industrial methgdolo

. S el eyl e
in fahricatinn and faroina'?? g P
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